
Introduction
The Crusades were a series of religious wars fought between Christians and Muslims 
during the Middle Ages. They started in 1096 and lasted for about 200 years. 

Why Did the Crusades Start?
There were several reasons why the Crusades began. One of the main reasons was that 
Christians wanted to take back the Holy Land, which included the city of Jerusalem, 
because it was important to their religion. The Holy Land was also important to Muslims, 
who controlled the area at the time. 

Additionally, the Pope and other Christian leaders thought the Crusades would help 
to unite Christians and protect Europe from Muslim invasions.

Knights and Soldiers
Muslim fighters during the Crusades were 
diverse, including Arabs, Turks, Persians, 
and Berbers. They had elite warriors like 
Mamluks and Ghazis, along with foot 
soldiers, archers, and cavalry. Christian 
fighters mainly consisted of knights and 
foot soldiers, with knights being heavily 
armored and skilled in combat. 
Example: Richard the Lionheart, the King 
of England, was a famous knight who fought in the Crusades.

Major Crusades
There were a total of nine major Crusades. Some of the most important ones include:
▪ The First Crusade (1096-1099): This was the first and most successful Crusade, which 

resulted in the capture of Jerusalem by the Christians.
▪ The Third Crusade (1189-1192): This Crusade, led by Richard the Lionheart and other 

European leaders, tried to retake Jerusalem after it was recaptured by Muslim forces. 
They were not successful in retaking the city, but they did manage to secure some 
important coastal cities.

▪ The Fourth Crusade (1202-1204): Instead of fighting Muslims in the Holy Land, the 
Crusaders ended up attacking and capturing the Christian city of Constantinople. This 
Crusade is often seen as a failure and betrayal of the original purpose of the Crusades.

Impact of the Crusades
The Crusades had a lasting impact on both Europe and the Middle East. Although they did 
not permanently recapture the Holy Land for Christians, the Crusades did help to 
strengthen the power of the Catholic Church and European leaders. 
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Quest ions Use information from the text to support your answer

1) What were the Crusades? Why were they fought?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

2) Who were the soldiers in the Crusades?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

1) When did the Crusades start? 1096 1106

2) Who fought in the Crusades? Christians Buddhists

3) What was the main goal of the Crusades? Jerusalem Rome

4) Who was Richard the Lionheart? Bishop King

5) Which crusade captured Jerusalem? First Third

Mult iple  Choice Circle the best answer

Summarize Choose one Crusade and summarize what happened

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________


