
I. Introduction
a. Hook (grab your audience’s attention with something other than a question. You can 
use an anecdote, a quote, a universal thought or theme, or an observation)
b. Background information (genre, title, author, brief summary of play, etc.)
c. Thesis

II. Counter Argument
a. Topic Sentence 
b. Concrete detail that supports the counter argument
c. Supporting commentary that supports the counter argument
d. Reason this is not true
d. Explanation for why they are wrong
e. Transition sentence

III. Body Paragraph 2 (one reason why Johnny is either guilty/innocent)
a. Topic Sentence
b. Example/evidence supporting your topic sentence
c. Explanation of example/evidence
d. Example/evidence supporting your topic sentence
e. Explanation of example/evidence
h. Transition sentence

IV. Body Paragraph 3 (second reason why Johnny is either guilty or innocent)
a. Topic Sentence
b. Example/evidence supporting your topic sentence
c. Explanation of example/evidence
d. Example/evidence supporting your topic sentence
e. Explanation of example/evidence
h. Transition sentence

V.  Conclusion
a. Restate the thesis
b. Final thought (this is your one last time to fight for your argument)

At least one example 
needs to be a quote 
from the text

At least one example 
needs to be a quote 
from the text
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Directions: Finding and writing about the opposing viewpoints might be a difficult task when it 
comes to argument writing. However, in order to make your argument as strong as it can be, 
you need to address other viewpoints and then explain why those viewpoints are incorrect. 

When it comes to Bob’s death, some people may think that Johnny 
Cade is (innocent/guilty). 

However, this claim is invalid because 
Johnny Cade is really (guilty/innocent).
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Think of a reason that supports 
your claim AND proves that 

other people are wrong.
_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

List reasons they believe this. 
____________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

_____________________________________

________

Counterclaim Paragraph Topic Sentence
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

First, think 
about what 
supporters 
from the 
other side 
think.

Then, list as many reasons 
you can think of that 
support their argument.

Now it’s time to crush their 
argument.

Finally, write a great 
topic sentence for 
your counterclaim 
paragraph.
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Write an argument essay determining Johnny’s guilt or innocence.

Directions: Fill out this organizer with textual examples and reasons that support your claim. For 
your essay, you will need to be able to explain why each of those reasons/examples supports your 
claim. 

One Reason Supporting Argument
(These examples and explanations will 

turn into a body paragraph)

Another Reason Supporting Argument
(These examples and explanations will 

turn into a body paragraph)

Topic Sentence: _______________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

1. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

3. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Topic Sentence: _______________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

1. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

3. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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Write an argument essay determining Johnny’s guilt or innocence.

Directions: Fill out this organizer with textual examples and reasons that support your claim. For 
your essay, you will need to be able to explain why each of those reasons/examples supports your 
claim. 

One Reason Supporting Argument
(These examples and explanations will 

turn into a body paragraph)

Another Reason Supporting Argument
(These examples and explanations will 

turn into a body paragraph)

Topic Sentence: _______________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

1. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Topic Sentence: _______________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

1. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

2. _____________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

Explain: _______________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
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Thesis Statement: Your thesis statement should be a blueprint for your essay. It should 
state what your argument is about and what you are arguing. The thesis should be 
just one sentence.

You are writing an essay about whether or not Johnny Cade is guilty for Bob’s 
death. This is what your argument is about. The reasons supporting your argument is 
what you are arguing. 

Argumentative Essay Thesis Equations

______________________________ + ______________________________ = thesis
What your argument is about What you are arguing 

______________________________ + ______________________________ = thesis
What you are arguing What your argument is about

Basic Thesis Example: 

Even though some people may __________________________________________________, 

Johnny Cade is ultimately ________________________________________ when it comes 

to Bob’s death because _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________.

My Thesis Statement:

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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