
Day in the Life of a Serf
In a small village in medieval Europe, there lived a young serf named Thomas. He was 

born into a life of labor and struggle, working tirelessly under the watchful 

eyes of the lord of the manor, Sir Reginald. Thomas's daily life 

was filled with hardship, but he persevered, finding solace in the 

strong bonds he forged with his fellow serfs and the simple joys 

of family and friendship.

One day, as Thomas toiled in the fields, he discovered an 

ornate golden chalice hidden beneath a pile of rocks. He knew this 

precious artifact must have been lost or stolen from the local 

church, and he felt it was his duty to return it. He nervously brought 

the chalice into the village, where he never had the chance to go. He was usually too 

busy working the fields. 

Upon presenting the chalice to the village priest, Thomas was met with gratitude 

and admiration. The priest, impressed by Thomas's honesty, offered to teach him how to 

read and write in exchange for helping with tasks around the church. Thomas gladly 

accepted, and he soon formed a close bond with the priest, who would become a trusted 

friend and confidant.

As Thomas spent more time at the church, he began to interact with the local 

tradespeople, such as the blacksmith, the miller, and the baker. They admired Thomas's 

growing knowledge and respected him for his hard work and dedication. Thomas found 

their company enlightening, and he began to learn valuable skills from each of them, 

furthering his understanding of the wider world.
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Word of Thomas's good deed and newfound abilities spread throughout the village 

and eventually reached the ears of Sir Reginald himself. Intrigued by the serf 

who had returned the priceless chalice and who had gained the respect 

of both the clergy and the tradespeople, Sir Reginald summoned 

Thomas to the manor.

Nervously, Thomas entered the grand hall, where he was met with 

curious glances from knights and nobles. Sir Reginald, however, was 

kind and impressed by Thomas's honesty and thirst for knowledge. He 

decided to offer Thomas a position within the manor, helping to 

manage the estate's accounts and resources.

This new role allowed Thomas to interact more closely with the knights and nobles, 

who, despite their higher status, began to respect him for his intelligence and work ethic. 

They saw that beneath the dirt and toil, there was a capable and dedicated man with 

great potential.

As the years went by, Thomas continued to learn and grow, bridging the divide 

between the social classes in his village. He never forgot his roots, using his influence to 

advocate for better conditions and fairer treatment for his fellow serfs. Thomas's 

children, inspired by their father's determination, pursued their own dreams, with one 

becoming a respected blacksmith and another joining the clergy.

Thomas's life, once bound by hardship and struggle, was transformed by an 

unexpected discovery and his own unyielding spirit. His interactions with different social 

groups not only enriched his life but also fostered understanding and respect among the 

people of the village. Thomas's story stands as a testament to the power of honesty, 

determination, and the strength of the human spirit to break down barriers and bridge 

the gap between social classes.
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Day in the Life of a Serf 
Reading Comprehension Worksheet

Part A: Understanding the Text
1.What was Thomas's social class, and what was his main job in the

village? _________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

2.Who was the lord of the manor where Thomas lived and worked? 
___________________________________________________________

3.What important object did Thomas discover while working in the fields? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

4.Why did Thomas decide to return the object instead of keeping it? ____
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

5.How did the priest reward Thomas for his honesty? ________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Part B: Medieval Society
6.Name three tradespeople Thomas met through his work at the church. 

a.___________________________
b.___________________________
c.___________________________

7.What skills did Thomas learn from the priest? Why would these skills
have been important in medieval times?  ________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Name:____________



8.Why was Sir Reginald interested in meeting Thomas? _____________
___________________________________________________________

9.What new job did Thomas receive at the manor? _________________
___________________________________________________________

10.How did the knights and nobles begin to view Thomas over time? ____
___________________________________________________________

Part C: Critical Thinking
 11. How does Thomas's life show that movement between social classes
was possible, even if it was difficult, in medieval society? ______________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

12.Thomas used his influence to help other serfs. Why do you think this
was important? ___________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________

Part D: Connection to Social Studies
13.Complete the chart using information from the story. 
Group in Society                            Role/Job              
Serfs                       __________________________________________
Clergy                     __________________________________________
Nobles/Lords          ___________________________________________
Tradespeople.        ___________________________________________

14.What can this story teach us about honesty, education, and
opportunity? _____________________________________________

___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________


